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Definition of qualitative research

Qualitative researchers study things in their natural settings,

attempting to make sense of, or to interpret, phenomena in terms of

the meanings people bring to them (Denzin 1994).
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Qualitative research iIs intended to penetrate to the deeper significance
that the subject of the research ascribes to the topic being researched. It
Involves an interpretive, naturalistic approach to its subject matter and
gives priority to what the data contribute to Important research
guestions or existing information.
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Qualitative research question examples:

How does social media shape body image in teenagers? °

How do children and adults interpret healthy eating in the UK?
What factors influence employee retention in a large organization? °
How is anxiety experienced around the world? -

How can teachers integrate social issues into science curriculums? ¢
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Qualitative v.'s Quantitative

Type of questions
Sample Size

Info. Per respondent
Admin
Type of Analysis

Type of research

Qualitative Research

Probing
small

much
Requires skilled researcher

Subjective, interpretative

Exploratory

Quantitative Research

Limited probing
large

varies
Fewer specialist skills required
Statistical

Descriptive or Causal
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COREQ (COnsolidated criteria for REporting Qualitative research) Checklist

A checklist of items that should be included in reports of gualitative research. You must report the page number in your manuscript

where you consider each of the items listed in this checklist. If you hawve not included this information, either revise your manuscript

accordingly before submitting or note N/A.

Topic ltem No. Guide Questions/Description Reported on
Page No.
Domain 1: Research team
and reflexivity
Personal characteristics
Interviewer/facilitator 1 Which author/s conducted the interview or focus group? |
Credentials 2 What were the researcher’s credentials? E.g. PhD, MD |
Occupation 3 What was their occupation at the time of the study? ]
Gender 4 Was the researcher male or female?
Experience and training 5 What experience or training did the researcher hawve?
Relationship with
participants
Relationship established Was a relationship established prior to study commencement? |
Participant knowledge of What did the participants know about the researcher? e.g. personal
the interviewer goals, reasons for doing the research
Interviewer characteristics ] What characteristics were reported about the inter viewer/facilitator?
e.g. Bias, assumptions, reasons and interests in the research topic
Domain 2: Study design o
ThEﬂFEtllfﬂFffﬁmEWﬂrk INGJTTTETT ATTTITT I’IIULI;L:,I\I:‘JAISiiEH ST TUUCAUIUIT &
Methodological orientation 9 What methedological orientation was stated to underpin the study? e.g. |
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The table below summarizes the differences between the five qualitative methods

\Y[iglele Sample Size Data Collection

Ethnography Context or culture Observation & interviews

Stories from individuals &

Narrative Individual experience & sequence 1to?2
documents
Phenomenological People who have experienced a 5to 25 Interviews
phenomenon
. Interviews, then open and
Grounded Theory Develop a theory grounded in field data 20 to 60 . :

axial coding

. . Interviews, ments,

Case Study Organization, entity, individual or event — terviews, documents

reports, observations
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